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Campaign material for Battle of Springfield 150th anniversary events

The Springfield-Greene County Library is sponsoring this program in partnership with the 
Missouri Humanities Council and with support of the National Endowment for the Humanities.

Additional funding provided by the Friends of the Library, the Richard S. Brownlee Fund by the 
State Historical Society of Missouri and the Civil War Roundtable of the Ozarks.

A special thanks to our partners: Wilson’s Creek National Battlefield, the History Musem for 
Springfield-Greene County, Wilson’s Creek National Battlefield Foundation and the Wright 
County Library.

Historic images provided by Wilson’s Creek National Battlefield and the Library of Congress.

Springfield-Greene County
Library District

THINGS TO SEE

Photo Exhibit: “Civil War in Springfield, Missouri”
Park Central Branch Library 
128 Park Central Square 
January 
A collaborative exhibit from the Library and Wilson’s Creek National Battlefield 
depicting soldiers, civilians and artifacts from Springfield during the Civil War. 

MUSEUM Exhibit: “marmaduke’s southwest Missouri raid”
An eight-panel traveling exhibit exploring Gen. 
John S. Marmaduke’s 1863 raid into southwest 
Missouri and the culminating battles of 
Springfield and Hartville.

• History Museum for Springfield-
Greene County 
155 Park Central Square, 
Springfield 
January–February

• The Library Station 
2535 N. Kansas 
Expressway, Springfield 
January

• Wright County Library 
Hartville, Mansfield and 
Mountain Grove branches 
January–February

MUSEUM Exhibit: “Divided loyalties: Civil war documents 
from the Missouri state archives”
The Library Center
4653 S. Campbell Ave.
January–March
This multi-panel traveling exhibit examines the upheaval in Civil War Missouri. 
It draws on Civil War-related documents and court cases to reveal the charged 
atmosphere of social conflict in Missouri long after the Kansas Border Wars of 
the mid-1850s.

INTERACTIVE Battle of Springfield WebSite
www.springfield1863.org
Launches January 8
A new website featuring an interactive map of the Battle of Springfield will be 
unveiled to coincide with the anniversary of the battle. Users can explore sig-
nificant locations throughout historic Springfield, learning about the key events 
that took place. The website will feature documentary videos, historic photo-
graphs, artifacts and narrated accounts from the battle. 
New Historic Markers for the Battle of Springfield
Downtown Springfield
January 8, Noon
To honor the sesquicentennial of the 1863 Battle of Springfield, Wilson’s Creek 
National Battlefield Foundation is updating the historical markers located 
throughout downtown Springfield. These 12 markers highlight key locations and 
details of the battle and include maps, photos and illustrations to help explain 
how it unfolded. The markers will be unveiled at a noon ceremony on Park 
Central Square, followed by a reception at The History Museum for Springfield-
Greene County, 155 Park Central Square.

John Rutherford

Driving Tour of the Battle of Springfield
Saturday, January 12, at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.
Sunday, January 13, at 2 p.m.
Ever wonder how large Springfield was during the Civil 
War compared to today? Where were the key sites related 
to the Battle of Springfield? Join Library local history asso-
ciate John Rutherford on a bus tour and discover Civil War 
Springfield. Registration limited to 11 per tour; call 882-0714. 
Meet at the Library Center. 

Col. Joseph O. Shelby

battle OF HARTVILLE
Sunday, January 11, 1863
 
After withdrawing from Springfield, Marmaduke returned to his original plan 
of destroying Union forts and supply trains between Lebanon and Rolla. Col. 
Shelby’s Brigade captured and burned the fort at Sand Springs. Col. MacDonald, 
meanwhile, captured Marshfield and the town’s supplies.

On January 10, Marmaduke united his division with Col. Joseph C. Porter’s 
Brigade on the road between Marshfield and Hartville. Finally commanding his 
full force, Marmaduke halted his division for the night. Less than a mile away, 
Col. Samuel Merrill’s Union relief force camped for the night.

In the early morning darkness of January 11, Porter began moving toward 
Hartville. Porter stumbled upon the Union picket line, alerting both sides to 
their close camping proximities and igniting a six-mile race to the crossroads 
town of Hartville. Knowing of an alternate route, Porter and Marmaduke 
bypassed Merrill’s force.
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Col. Jo Shelby’s Confederate Cavalry Brigade 
won the race and occupied the hills east and 
south of town near a branch of the Gasconade 
River. Union cavalry skirmished briefly with 
Shelby’s cavalry, then withdrew west along the 
Marshfield Road.

While maneuvering to take the high ground 
immediately north of the Marshfield Road, 
Shelby and his men were surprised to face 
a sheet of continuous gunfire. Union infan-
trymen from Col. Samuel Merrill’s Brigade 
had just arrived to take the high ground 
Shelby coveted. Shelby fell back and awaited 
reinforcements.

About 1 p.m., Col. Porter arrived with his 
brigade, and formed a battle line on Shelby’s 

left. Before engaging the enemy, however, Porter received an order to shift his 
brigade to Shelby’s right and pursue Union troops, whom it was believed were 
retreating toward Lebanon. As Porter led his column through the courthouse 
square, he found the Union line was not retreating, but instead holding ground 
only 50 yards away. Union soldiers, hidden in the brush, rose up and delivered 
several well-directed rifle volleys into Porter’s column, mortally wounding 
Porter and hastening the retreat of his brigade.

For the remainder of the afternoon, Porter’s and Shelby’s Brigades, totaling 
2,400 men, attempted to drive off the 800 Union men. Poor coordination and 
communication prevented the Confederate forces from overwhelming the 
seriously outnumbered Union troops. Marmaduke and Merrill claimed to be 
victorious at Hartville, although at about dusk both the Union and Confederate 
forces retreated from the battlefield. 
the retreat south
Monday, January 12, 1863

Marmaduke’s exhausted division retreated southwest toward Batesville, Ark., 
before the Union Army of the Frontier could cut off his avenue of retreat.  Gen. 
John Schofield, meanwhile, had reassumed command of the Union Army of 
the Frontier at Fayetteville, Ark. Upon learning of Marmaduke’s movements in 
Missouri and the threat to his supply depot at Springfield, Schofield ordered his 
army to Springfield. Finding no large body of Confederates still lingering in the 
region, the Union army halted near Springfield for the winter.

In his report of the campaign, Marmaduke noted that his Southwest Missouri 
Raid had accomplished its mission of luring the Union forces out of northwest 
Arkansas. The effects of the raid, however, were only a temporary respite for the 
beleaguered Confederates. In the spring of 1863, the Union army pushed south 
into Arkansas and eventually captured Little Rock.  
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Gen. E.B. Brown

BATTLE OF SPRINGFIELD
Thursday, January 8, 1863

Needing until noon on January 8 to arm and equip the Enrolled Militiamen 
and his hospitalized soldiers, Union Gen. E. B. Brown ordered the 3rd & 4th 
Missouri State Militia Cavalry Regiments out of Springfield to locate and fight 
a delaying action against the supposed Confederate juggernaut. Gen. John S. 
Marmaduke deployed his Confederates for battle at 10 a.m., approximately 
three miles south of Springfield, near the Goose Pond. Brown discovered that 
Marmaduke had engaged his Union cavalry with only about 1,500 men, far 
fewer than the 4,000–6,000 originally estimated to be approaching Springfield. 
The Union cavalry’s delaying action lasted nearly three hours.

Beginning around 1 p.m., Confederate Col. Joseph Shelby launched successive 
attacks against the Union battle line in Springfield, probing for weaknesses. The 
12th Missouri Cavalry (CS) then charged across modern-day Jenny Lincoln 
Park in an unsuccessful assault on Fort Number 4 on South Street. About 2:30 
p.m., the 5th & 12th Missouri Regiments attacked the Union right center and 
almost broke through, but reinforcements from the Quinine Brigade contained 
the breach near Mount Vernon Street and Campbell Avenue.

The 11th & 5th Missouri Cavalary attacked the 
Union west flank around 3 p.m. and drove the 
72nd EMM to the point of a near rout. Union 
reinforcements arrived at a critical moment 
and halted the Confederate advance at Walnut 
Street. Union troops massed for a counter 
attack from College Street and pushed the 
Confederates south to Mount Vernon Street. At 
5 p.m., elements of the 6th and 12th Missouri 
Cavalry made one last assault against the 
Quinine Brigade and Fort Number 4, but the 
Union line held.

At dusk, the Confederates fell back south of 
Mount Vernon Street, rallying at the College 
Stockade. Realizing that his force was too small 
to defeat the Union garrison, Marmaduke 
disengaged his Confederate forces about 11 p.m. 
They retreated on the morning of January 9.

1. Union forces set fire to 10 houses along South Street, splitting the 12th Missouri Cavalry which 
advanced on Fort No. 4 and 18th Iowa Infantry.

2. Col. Emmett MacDonald’s 11th Missouri Cavalry and 5th Missouri Cavalry attacked the 72nd 
Enrolled Missouri Militia through “Dutch Town,” causing a retreat.

3. Union sick and wounded formed the Quinine Brigade on the Springfield Square and rushed 
south to secure the center of the Union line.

4. The 72 Enrolled Missouri Militia and 18th Iowa Infantry regrouped at College Street and 
formed a counter attack.

5. The 5th Missouri Cavalry shifted west and attacked the right-center of the Union line.
6. The 4th and 3rd Missouri State Militia Cavalry rushed west and attacked the 5th Missouri 

Cavalry.
7. Five companies of the 18th Iowa Infantry arrived from Fort No. 1, west of town, and reinforced 

the Quinine Brigade.
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Gen. John S. Marmaduke

1. (December 28, 1862) Army of the Frontier at Prairie Grove, Ark. raided and captured a 
Confederate supply depot at Van Buren, Ark.

2. (December 31) Col. Joseph Shelby’s Cavalry Brigade left Lewisburg, Ark., reaching Yellville, 
Ark. on January 4, 1863. 

3. (January 2) Col. Joseph Porter’s Brigade moved west from Pocahontas, Ark. They learned of a 
large Union force in Texas County, Mo. and detoured farther west before entering Missouri.

4. (January 6) Shelby’s Brigade reached Forsyth, Mo. and split into two columns.
5. (January 7) Col. Emmett MacDonald’s Command captured Lawrence’s Mill in Douglas County.
6. (January 7) Shelby’s Brigade raided and burned Ozark, Mo. 
7. (January 8) MacDonald rejoined Shelby for Battle of Springfield, Mo.
8. (January 9) Porter’s Brigade reached Hartville, Mo. and destroyed Union fortifications. 
9. (January 9) Merrill’s forces marched from Houston, Mo. towards Hartville, Mo.
10. (January 9) Shelby’s Brigade retreated east attacking Sand Springs and Marshfield, Mo. 
11. (January 10) Shelby and Porter’s Brigades united east of Marshfield.
12. (January 11) Confederate and Union forces raced towards Hartville; Battle of Hartville
13. (January 12) Confederate forces retreated to Batesville, Ark.

Marmaduke’s Raid
December, 1862—January, 1863

In late December 1862, the situation in 
Confederate northwest Arkansas had become 
grave. Union Gen. James G. Blunt’s Army of the 
Frontier raided and destroyed the Confederate 
army’s advanced winter supply depot in Van 
Buren, Ark.

Desperate to relieve pressure on his army, Gen. 
Thomas C. Hindman, Arkansas’ Confederate 
field commander, ordered his most able cavalry 
division commander, Gen. John Sappington 
Marmaduke, to move north and force Blunt’s 
Union army back into Missouri.

Marmaduke’s initial plan was to pass into 
Missouri and unite his 1,900 men with Col. 
Joseph C. Porter’s 800-man brigade at Hartville. 
The united cavalry division would then attack 
the Union supply trains between Lebanon and 
Rolla.

Marmaduke’s cavalrymen moved undetected as late as January 6, 1863. Halting 
at Forsyth, he learned that the Union army’s supply depot at Springfield was 
vulnerable to capture. To first clear the vicinity of its forts and garrisons, 
Marmaduke sent Col. Emmett MacDonald’s Confederate Cavalry Regiment to 
capture and destroy Fort Lawrence on Beaver Creek. En route to Fort Lawrence, 
MacDonald’s Regiment encountered a 200-man Union scouting party, com-
manded by Capt. Milton Burch and Lt. John Kelso.

After interrogating captured cavalrymen from MacDonald’s force, Burch and 
Kelso concluded that the Confederate force planned to attack the Union’s winter 
supply depot at Springfield; if lost, it would cripple the Army of the Frontier and 
potentially wither the Union’s control over the region. Burch and Kelso sent a 
messenger to alert garrison commanders in Ozark and Springfield that up to 
6,000 Confederates might attack Springfield during the next few days.

Springfield’s garrison commander Gen. E.B. Brown received the warning on Jan. 
7, and he called upon all available Enrolled Missouri Militia (EMM) command-
ers to concentrate their commands immediately at Springfield. Union officers 
searched Springfield’s hospitals for any convalescent soldiers who might be 
able to walk short distances and carry a musket, forming the Quinine Brigade. 
Citizens were also equipped and organized in defense of Springfield. Within 24 
hours Brown combined his 1,300 men with 400 militiamen and 400 sick and 
wounded soldiers to repel Marmaduke’s veterans.
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The Holmes Brigade 
Minstrels

Teresa Hernandez

Fritz Klein as Lincoln

Dr. William Piston

Dr. Diane Mutti Burke

Jon Herbert

Michael Price

Dr. Jeremy Neely

EVENTS

Quinine and Courage: 
Marmaduke’s Raid on Springfield
Tuesday, January 8, at 6:30 p.m.
On this day 150 years ago, Confederate Gen. John 
Marmaduke’s Raid on Union-held Springfield brought an 
intense four-hour fight in the streets, pitting a seasoned 
Confederate cavalry against an untrained militia and 
convalescing soldiers, The Quinine Brigade. Presented by 
history professor Dr. William Piston and Library local his-
tory associate John Rutherford.

Presidential address: 
Emancipation and slavery in Missouri
Wednesday, January 9, at 6:30 p.m.
Hear Abraham Lincoln, portrayed by living history scholar 
Fritz Klein, give his presidential and personal perspective 
on slavery, emancipation and the difficulties in Missouri. A 
town hall-style forum for questions will follow.

Artifacts from the Battlefield
Thursday, January 10, 2013, at 6:30 p.m.
Wilson’s Creek National Battlefield staff will showcase artifacts from the park’s 
Civil War collection related to Springfield. The battlefield has one of the largest 
collections of Civil War artifacts from the Trans-Mississippi Theater. Presented 
by park staff Debra Wood and Alan Chilton.

The Lucy Chronicles
Thursday, January 10, at 7:30 p.m.
College instructor and playwright Jon Herbert will present 
“The Lucy Chronicles,” a collection of short dramas based 
on “Confederate Girlhoods” by Louisa Cheairs McKinney 
Sheppard. Staged readings of the plays will be mixed with 
readings from the primary sources that inspired them. A 
discussion with Herbert and the actors will follow.

The Holmes Brigade 
Minstrels
Sunday, January 13, at 2 p.m.
The Holmes Brigade Minstrels once played around the 
campfire to entertain others, but soon became favorites 
for National Park Service events. Listen as they recreate an 
authentic historical experience of Civil War camp life. 

Racing to the Crossroads: 
The Battle of Hartville
Friday, January 11, at 6:30 p.m.
Following the clash at Springfield, Union and Confederate 
forces met again three days later at Hartville. The ensuing 
battle challenged an untried Union commander facing 
overwhelming odds. Local history associate Michael Price 
explores the impact of Marmaduke’s Raid in Missouri.

On Slavery’s Border: Enslaved Families and 
Communities in Missouri, 1815-1865
Friday, January 11, at 7:30 p.m.
Dr. Diane Mutti Burke, history professor, looks at small-
scale slavery in households and neighborhoods in 
Missouri counties along the Mississippi and Missouri riv-
ers. She examines topics such as the economics of slavery 
and relations between slaves and owners.

Film presentation: “Ride with the Devil” 
with Scholarly led discussion
Saturday, January 12, at 2 p.m.
Few places in America were as divided during the Civil 
War as Missouri. After a presentation of the 1999 Ang Lee 
film, “Ride with the Devil,” history professor Dr. Jeremy 
Neely will discuss how slavery, secession and emancipa-
tion sharpened these divisions along the volatile Missouri-
Kansas border, and the guerrilla warfare that ensued.

John R. Kelso, bushwhacker hunter
Saturday, January 12, at 7:30 p.m.
Local historian Teresa Hernandez offers an in-depth 
look into the sophisticated and troubled mind of one of 
Missouri’s most loyal and successful guerrilla fighters and 
Union officers. In his own words he describes not only the 
Civil War battles he fought, but the battles within his 
personal life.

Alf Bolin, notorious bushwHacker
Saturday, January 12, at 6:30 p.m.
Local historian Wayne Glenn will discuss the Alf Bolin and his evil deeds. He 
has uncovered original documentation regarding the Bolin family in Stone and 
Christian counties, and their connections to other prominent families.

All events held at the Library Center
4653 South Campbell Avenue • Springfield, Mo. 65810 • 417-882-0714

Driving Tour of the Battle of Springfield
Saturday, January 12, at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. and Sunday, January 13, 2 p.m.
Take a bus tour of downtown Springfield to see key sites related to the Battle 
of Springfield. Board at the Library Center with Library local history associate 
John Rutherford. Registration limited to 11 per tour; call 882-0714.  

Program Guide
Powerful forces were in play in 1863... In early January, Confederate troops 
riding north from Arkansas entered Missouri with several goals in mind: dis-
rupt Union operations in southwest Missouri, destroy or capture Union sup-
plies, gather Confederate recruits and force Union troops in northwest Arkansas 
to retreat back to defend Missouri. The raid lasted 16 days and resulted in the 
destruction of several Union garrisons and battles at Springfield and Hartville.  

On the national stage, President Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation 
Proclamation on January 1, 1863. This freed slaves in the states rebelling against 
the Union. Missouri was considered “loyal” and not in rebellion; thus her slaves 
were exempt from the proclamation. Emancipation came to Missouri Slaves two 
years later.

Join the Library in commemorating the 150th anniversary of the Emancipation 
Proclamation, Marmaduke’s Raid and the resulting battles of Springfield and 
Hartville through special events, exhibits and historic site tours.

December 31, 2012–January 31, 2013

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Quinine and Courage: Marmaduke’s Raid on Springfield

Dr. William Piston and John Rutherford observe the 150th anniversary of the battle.
Tuesday, January 8, 2013, at 6:30 p.m.

Presidential Address:  Emancipation and Slavery in Missouri
Fritz Klein brings the personal and presidential perspectives of Lincoln to life.
Wednesday, January 9, 2013, at 6:30 p.m.

Artifacts from the Battle of Springfield
Debra Wood and Alan Chilton show artifacts from Wilson’s Creek National Battlefield.
Thursday, January 10, 2013, at 6:30 p.m.

The Lucy Chronicles
Jonathan Herbert presents a collection of short dramas in dramatic readings.
Thursday, January 10, 2013, at 7:30 p.m.

Racing to the Crossroads: The Battle of Hartville
Michael Price explores the impact of Marmaduke’s Raid in Missouri.
Friday, January 11, 2013, at 6:30 p.m.

On Slavery’s Border: Enslaved Families and Communities in Missouri, 1815-1865
Dr. Diane Mutti Burke look at small-scale slavery in Missouri households.
Friday, January 11, 2013, at 7:30 p.m.

Driving Tour of the Battle of Springfield
Join John Rutherford on a downtown tour of Civil War Springfield.
Saturday, January 12, 2013, at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. and  Sunday, January 13, 2013, at 2 p.m.

Film presentation: “Ride with the Devil” with Scholarly Led Discussion
Dr. Jeremy Neely discusses guerilla warfare related to the film.
Saturday, January 12, 2013, at 2 p.m.

Alf Bolin, Notorious Bushwhacker
Wayne Glenn discusses the origin of Alf Bolin and his evil deeds.
Saturday, January 12, 2013, at 6:30 p.m.

John R. Kelso, Bushwhacker Hunter
Teresa Hernandez offers a look into the mind of one of Missouri’s most ruthless soldiers.
Saturday, January 12, 2013, at 7:30 p.m.

The Holmes Brigade Minstrels
An authentic historical music experience of Civil War camp life.
Sunday, January 13, 2013, at 2 p.m.

Quinine and Courage: Marmaduke’s Raid on Springfield
Dr. William Piston and John Rutherford observe the 150th anniversary of the battle.
Tuesday, January 8, 2013, at 6:30 p.m.

Presidential Address:  Emancipation and Slavery in Missouri
Fritz Klein brings the personal and presidential perspectives of Lincoln to life.
Wednesday, January 9, 2013, at 6:30 p.m.

Artifacts from the Battle of Springfield
Debra Wood and Alan Chilton show artifacts from Wilson’s Creek National Battlefield.
Thursday, January 10, 2013, at 6:30 p.m.

The Lucy Chronicles
Jonathan Herbert presents a collection of short dramas in dramatic readings.
Thursday, January 10, 2013, at 7:30 p.m.

Racing to the Crossroads: The Battle of Hartville
Michael Price explores the impact of Marmaduke’s Raid in Missouri.
Friday, January 11, 2013, at 6:30 p.m.

On Slavery’s Border: Enslaved Families and Communities in Missouri, 1815-1865
Dr. Diane Mutti Burke look at small-scale slavery in Missouri households.
Friday, January 11, 2013, at 7:30 p.m.

Driving Tour of the Battle of Springfield
Join John Rutherford on a downtown tour of Civil War Springfield.
Saturday, January 12, 2013, at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. and  Sunday, January 13, 2013, at 2 p.m.

Film presentation: “Ride with the Devil” with Scholarly Led Discussion
Dr. Jeremy Neely discusses guerilla warfare related to the film.
Saturday, January 12, 2013, at 2 p.m.

Alf Bolin, Notorious Bushwhacker
Wayne Glenn discusses the origin of Alf Bolin and his evil deeds.
Saturday, January 12, 2013, at 6:30 p.m.

John R. Kelso, Bushwhacker Hunter
Teresa Hernandez offers a look into the mind of one of Missouri’s most ruthless soldiers.
Saturday, January 12, 2013, at 7:30 p.m.

The Holmes Brigade Minstrels
An authentic historical music experience of Civil War camp life.
Sunday, January 13, 2013, at 2 p.m.

All events held at the Library Center
4653 South Campbell Avenue • Springfield, Mo. 65810 • 417-882-0714

All events held at the Library Center
4653 South Campbell Avenue • Springfield, Mo. 65810 • 417-882-0714

Experience the drama of the Battle of Springfield
December 31, 2012–January 31, 2013

Experience the drama of the Battle of Springfield
December 31, 2012–January 31, 2013

1. (December 28, 1862) Army of the Frontier at Prairie Grove, Ark., 
raided and captured a Confederate supply depot at Van 
Buren, Ark.

2. (December 31) Col. Joseph Shelby’s Cavalry Brigade left 
Lewisburg, Ark., reaching Yellville, Ark., on January 4, 1863.  

3. (January 2, 1863) Col. Joseph Porter’s Brigade moved west from 
Pocahontas, Ark. They learned of a large Union force in 
Howell County, Mo., and swung farther west to march into 
Missouri.

4. (January 9) Porter’s Brigade reached Hartville, Mo., and 
destroyed Union fortifications in the town.  

5. (January 6) Shelby’s Brigade reached Forsyth, Mo., and split 
into two columns. 

6. (January 7) Col. Emmett MacDonald’s Command captured 
Lawrence’s Mill.

7. (January 7) Shelby’s Brigade raided and burned Ozark, Mo.  
8. (January 8)  MacDonald rejoined Shelby for Battle of 

Springfield, Mo. 
9. (January 9) Merrill’s forces marched from Houston, Mo., 

towards Hartville.
10. (January 9) Shelby’s Brigade retreated east to Sand Springs and 

Marshfield, Mo.  
11. (January 10) Shelby and Porter’s Brigades met east of 

Marshfield.
12. (January 11) Confederate and Union forces raced towards 

Hartville; Battle of Hartville
13. (January 12) Confederate forces retreated to Batesville, Ark.

BARRYMCDONALD

NEWTON

JASPER

BARTON

VERNON

STONE

TANEY OZARK

DOUGLAS

HOWELL

OREGON

SHANNON

TEXAS

DENT

CHRISTIAN
LAWRENCE

GREENE

WEBSTER

WRIGHT

LACLEDE

DALLAS

POLK
DADE

CAMDEN
PULASKI

PHELPS CRAWFORD WASHINGTON

IRON

REYNOLDS

CARTER

RIPLEY

CEDAR

CARROLL

STONE

INDEPENDENCE

POPE

BOONE

MADISON

VAN BUREN

MARION

FRANKLIN

NEWTON

FULTON

IZARD SHARP

BAXTER

JOHNSON

SEARCY

LOGAN

YELL

SCOTT

SEBASTIAN

GARLAND SALINE

CRAWFORD

WASHINGTON

BENTON

PERRY

PULASKI

CRAIGHEAD

LAWRENCE

RANDOLPH

CLEBURNE

LONOKE PRAIRIE
MONROE LEE

JACKSON

CONWAY

FAULKNER
WEBSTER

Marshfield

Springfield Hartville

Hazelwood
Hartville

WRIGHT

Sand
Springs

Missouri
Arkansas

Blu
nt

’s 
Ar

m
y

of
 th

e F
ro

nt
ier

Merrill

Sh
elb

y’s
  B

rig
ad

e
Co

nfe
de

rat
e R

etr
ea

t

Porter’s Brigade 

1

2

3

4 9

13

5

6

7

8

10

11
12

Gen. John S. Marmaduke

Col. Joseph O. Shelby

Gen. E. B. Brown

Experience the drama of the Battle of Springfield 
December 31, 2012–January 31, 2013

Marmaduke’s Raid Through 
Missouri and Arkansas

Battle Summary:
Date of Battle: January 8, 1863

Result: Union victory
Union Troops Engaged: 2,099

Confederate Troops Engaged: 1,870
Casualties: 165 Union; 150 Confederate

The Fight for the Iowa Cannon
“Surrender! Surrender!”  —Maj. Samuel Bowman, 12th Missouri Cavalry (CS)

“We were here first; you surrender!” —Capt. John Lan-dis, 18th Iowa Infantry

Recommended Sources:“Marmaduke’s First Missouri Raid” by Daniel Plaster“Quinine and Courage” by William Garrett Piston and John C. Rutherford in “Springfield’s Urban Histories”Community & Conflict Collections: www.ozarkscivilwar.orgEnrolled Missouri Militia, 4th Military District, Order Book —State Historical Society of MissouriPeter Wellington Alexander Papers—Rare Book & Manuscript Library at Columbia University

Springfield-Greene County Library Districtthelibrary.org

On December 31, 1862, Gen. John 
Marmaduke led his Confederate 
cavalry division north from 
Arkansas, commencing a 16-day 
raid into Missouri. On January 
6, 1863, Marmaduke learned 
that Springfield’s supply depot 
was poorly defended and its 
destruction would cripple the 
Union’s Army of the Frontier.

Union scouts discovered 
Marmaduke’s troops, and they 
were able to warn Springfield’s 
garrison commander, Gen. E.B. 
Brown, of the impending attack. 
With less than one day to organize 
the town’s defense, Brown 
ordered the Enrolled Missouri 
Militia into service; he also armed 
sick and wounded soldiers.

Attacking Springfield from the 
south, Confederates under Col. 
Joseph Shelby directed successive 
assaults on the Union battle 
line. The 12th Missouri Cavalry 
attacked the Union right center, 
overrunning the Iowa Infantry. 
The 72nd EMM was also routed 
on the west flank, but the Union 
forces rallied at College Street 
and, with reinforcements, 
launched a counterattack. The 
Confederates made one last 
assault on Fort Number 4, but the 
Union line held. Unable to capture 
the town, Marmaduke withdrew 
his troops and retreated east from 
Springfield on the morning of 
January 9.
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Col. Samuel Merrill

Pvt. Christopher turner
99th Illinois infantry

Image Courtesy Jeffrey Patrick
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The Race to Hartville

Shelby’s men advanced to the 
fortified post at Sand Springs, Mo., 
which they burned and then made 
camp on the evening of January 9. 
MacDonald occupied the nearby 
town of Marshfield, Mo., where he 
also destroyed the defenses and 
military provisions. Marmaduke’s 
men then continued on their way to 
the planned rendezvous with Col. 
Joseph C. Porter at Hartville, Mo.  

Meanwhile, Porter had been conducting his own operations. Porter left 
Pocahontas, Ark., on January 2 and advanced to Fulton County where he learned 
of a large Union garrison at Houston, Mo. Choosing to ride farther west before 
entering Missouri, Porter did not capture Hartville until January 9. After burning 
the Union fort, the Confederates advanced to Wood’s Fork, Mo., six miles west of 
Hartville, where they camped for the night. Marmaduke’s and Porter’s forces met 

on January 10 a few miles east of Marshfield. 
For the first time in the campaign the 
Confederate command was united.  

Gen. Fitz Henry Warren, commanding the garrison at Houston, received an order 
to reinforce Brown at Springfield on January 9. He dispatched Col. Samuel Merrill 
to lead more than 700 men to Springfield. Unaware, Marmaduke had already 
withdrawn into Webster County and was blocking the road to Springfield, Warren 
had placed Merrill on a collision course with the Confederates. Merrill arrived in 
Hartville where he learned the Union garrison there had given up without firing 
a shot. Like Porter, Merrill continued his march west and camped along Wood’s 
Fork, ironically about one mile from the Confederate camp. The opposing forces 
discovered each other in the early morning hours of January 11, and the Battle of 
Hartville began.

January 2–11, 1863

Col. Joseph o. Shelby

Image Courtesy Wilson’s Creek National Battlefield; WICR 31493
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Image Courtesy Wilson’s Creek National Battlefield; WICR 30826

Battle of Hartville

As skirmishing broke out at Wood’s Fork, Merrill formed 
a line of battle and awaited a Confederate attack. Porter 
deployed his men and ordered Lt. Col. John Wimer to 
fight a delaying action. Porter then requested further 
instructions from Marmaduke.

Marmaduke mistakenly believed he was being pursued 
by a large body of Union troops from Springfield and 
was caught between two columns of enemy soldiers. To 
escape the trap, Marmaduke moved to Hartville along the 

Old Springfield Road, 
bypassing the Union 
forces. This movement 
threatened the rear of 
Merrill’s command and 
he immediately sent 
his cavalry galloping to 
Hartville to hold open 
his line of retreat to 
Houston. Unable to gain 
control of the road to 
Houston, Merrill deployed his infantry on high ground 
north and west of the Wright County Courthouse. 

Shelby attacked the Union position without 
making a reconnaissance and admitted his 
troops “received a terrible and well-directed 
fire, which was so sudden that it almost 

became a surprise.” As the withering fire dissipated, the Confederates pulled back 
and prepared for a second attack. Seeing the Union wagon train moving east and 
north to the Lebanon Road and thinking they had won the battle, Porter advanced 
in pursuit to Shelby’s right. Porter was surprised to find artillery and part of the 

21st Iowa Infantry under Lt. Col. Cornelius W. 
Dunlap still holding firm. Just 50 yards from 
the Union line, Porter dismounted his men. 
This action, at such close range, made his men 
especially vulnerable. The Iowans delivered 
a destructive volley that mortally wounded 
Porter and killed Wimer, and the Confederates 
fell back in disarray. 

While trying to rally Porter’s retreating men, 
MacDonald was shot and mortally wounded near the 
courthouse. Dunlap’s men withstood three more attacks 
on their position. Both sides withdrew at sundown. 

Hartville 
Battle Summary:

Date of Battle: 
January 11, 1863

Result: 
Union victory

Union Troops Engaged: 
800

Confederate Troops Engaged: 
2,400

Casualties: 
78 Union; 111 Confederate

January 11, 1863

Gen. john Schofield

3rd minnesota infantry entering captured little rock, ark. 
painting by stanley authors
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Aftermath

The Battle of Hartville was the last action of the campaign. Following 
the battle, Marmaduke led his men south to Batesville, Ark. Merrill’s 
command lost 78 men, seven of whom were killed. Confederate 
losses were 111, with 12 of those dead. Marmaduke’s Raid had 
important consequences for the war in the Ozarks, and as so often 
happens in military history, both sides claimed a great victory. For 
the Confederates, the campaign achieved its purpose. The Raid 
disrupted the Union supply network and destroyed important 
outposts and resources. Concerned about the long Union supply 
line, Gen. John Schofield ordered the Army of the Frontier back 
into Missouri. This Union retreat from Arkansas was essential if the 
Confederates were to retain their position in northwest Arkansas. 

Meanwhile, the Federals took 
great pride in their victories 
at Springfield and Hartville. 
Although the Confederates had 
nearly captured the vital supply 
base, the patchwork Union 
garrison came through. The battle also proved the worth of the Union 
militia in Missouri. It responded quickly to the emergency and many 
of these part-time soldiers fought like veterans. At Hartville, the Union 
commanders proved a well-led force could defeat a much larger enemy.

The benefits of Marmaduke’s Raid were short lived for 
the Confederates. The campaigning season resumed 
in the spring of 1863 and Union armies advanced 
again. The Federals secured northwest Arkansas 
once again and this time drove deeper into the state, 
capturing the capital at Little Rock in September.

January 11–18, 1863
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World War I digitization project campaign poster, postcard, and business card

Missouri and the Great War

OVER THERE

Over There: Missouri and the Great War is a statewide 
digitization project that will document Missouri’s World 
War I history. Over 156,000 Missourians served in the 
War and numerous factories and farmers supported the 
war effort.

The project is made possible by a Library Services 
and Technology Act Digital Imaging Grant funded by 
the Institute of Museum and Library Services and 
coordinated by the Missouri State Library.

P R OJ E C T   PA R T N E R S
Missouri History Museum, St. Louis, Mo.     

Missouri State Archives, Jefferson City, Mo.     
Museum of Osteopathic Medicine SM, Kirksville, Mo.

National World War I Museum, Kansas City, Mo.
State Historical Society of Missouri, Columbia, Mo.
Springfield-Greene County Library District, Springfield, Mo.

To learn more about the project visit missourioverthere.org or find us on

Missouri and the Great War

OVER THERE

OVER THERE:
Missouri in World War I
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